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President’s Corner 
By Stephen Burns 
Responding to: The God Whom We Serve 


What is the difference between being 
“wise” or a “fool”? Is it intelligence, heritage, or 
life experience? In Matthew 7:24-27, Jesus gives a 
parable to show the difference between a “wise 
man” and a “foolish man.” Many think that a 
“foolish man” just doesn’t listen and does his own 
thing. But that is not the case. Jesus says that 
both the “wise man” and the “foolish man” hear 
the Word of God. The difference is whether we 
act upon what we hear. | have talked with people 
who were proud of reading through the Bible 
yearly. And that is great. But then | would look 
at their life and not see obedience to what they 
had read. They had read the Word but not acted 
upon it. When you consider “the God Whom You 
Serve” and He speaks to you through His word, do 
you act upon it or say “that’s nice,” but then not 
obey? Realize that Jesus said the one who hears 
and acts upon His Word will have a sure 
foundation when trials come. 

Conference 2017 is just 242 days away. (I 
know some of you have the App that counts down 
the days to Christmas.) Are you already making 
plans for a great week of teaching, singing, 
missions, and fellowship? For those who have 
been praying for the Conference Presidents, thank 
you. We just came from our fall planning meeting 
and I’m already getting excited about next year’s 
conference. Conference will be in a camp style 
setting even though we will be staying in motel 
style rooms (at least Adult Conference.) I’m 
looking forward to the evening camp fires with 
praising the Lord in song and giving testimony of 
what He has been doing in our lives. On Saturday 
afternoon, we will have the CGBCI Best Shot Golf 
Tournament along with Tourney Time for those 
who enjoy Basketball, Bean Bag Toss, and 
Miniature Golf. Many more things are planned and 
you will hear about them in future Voice 
Newsletters. 


ATTENTION! CONFERENCE 


mEven though the 
state of PA raised their lodging tax, our prices for 
the 2017 Conference are all inclusive as follows: 
Guesthouse and Solarhouse (hotel rooms) are 
$83.00 per night. The Motel rooms (only 9 of them) 
are $65 per night and are only available beginning 
Friday, June 30, 2017. The cottages sleep up to 16 
and have kitchen facilities. They are $250 per 
night. You can also camp. Water and electric sites 


are $24 per night and full hook up for RVs are $30 
per night. All lodging is on a first call reservation 
basis. You can see room pictures and grounds 
pictures at http://www. laurelville.org/ 


MEAL INFORMATION: 

The meal package is $28.00 per person per day if 
you take all 3 meals. Individual meals are 
breakfast-$7.75; lunch-$9.50; and supper-$11.00. 
Children’s meals are less. That information is 
pending. 


You can make your reservations through the 
Orrville, Ohio Grace Brethren Church by sending an 
email (orrvillegrace@gmail.com) or by calling 330- 
683-3526. The reservation deadline is June 15, 
2017. After that date, lodging and meals are 10% 
more if available. 


Are there people in your church who have 
never been to a CGBCI Conference? Begin now to 
encourage them to set their vacations for June 30- 
July 4, at the Laurelville Church Center in Mt. 
Pleasant, PA. It will be a week that will have a 
spiritual impact on their lives. 
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Commissioning Service 


GBC of Irasburg, VT will be having a commissioning service for the Noyes and Swensons on Sunday, January 
1, 2017 during our morning worship which begins at 10:00 a.m. This will be followed by a ‘sendoff’ 
fellowship meal that afternoon at a larger facility (New Hope Bible Church) to which area churches will be 
invited. We cordially invite our CGBCI Brethren to this special event. If you’re planning to come, please 
RSVP by December 5" to Pastor Scott Libby, email at smlibby@juno.com or smlibby01@gmail.com. We 
look forward to celebrating this historic event to the glory of God. 


News from the Fellowship Churches 


Telford, TN, GBC-Pastor Dave Blevins- We praise the Lord for the many blessings we have seen in Telford 
during our first two months here. We are seeing growth in every service, and many have expressed to me 
that they are also growing spiritually! We began The Way of the Master evangelism course last week, and 
many are excited about learning how to share the Gospel more efficiently. Please continue to pray for the 
Lord’s church here in Tennessee, and feel free to come visit!! 


Lamoille Valley GBC, Morrisville, VT-Pastor Ethan Kallberg-The neighborhood around our church building 
is the place where trick-or-treaters from all over the county come to celebrate Halloween on October 31*. 
The town blocks off 3 blocks from 5-8 pm, including ours. Since this event brings people from all over the 
county right up to our door, we decided to make it an outreach. We make up sandwich bags with stickers 
that read, “Jesus is the Light of the World...will you run to the light or remain in darkness?” We put some 
candy in bag and a light bracelet and hand them out to the trick-or-treaters. When they say, “Happy 
Halloween” we respond with “God Bless you and remember Jesus is the light.” We also have an outdoor 
screen where we project a PowerPoint of various Bible verses about Jesus being the light that scrolls 
continually. One final thing we do to reinforce the idea of bringing light to the darkness, is set off 
Japanese lanterns about every /% hour. We are amazed at how this stops people in their tracks as they 
watch the lanterns fly into the sky. This year we passed out almost 800 “light bags” to the kids and had a 
great time as a church family doing it. We pray that it will have an impact in Morrisville for our Lord 
Jesus. 


Niles, Ml GBC-Pastor Ron Welsh-We praise the Lord for His goodness and love to us all. Please pray with 
us as we continue our outreach to a local trailer park where Donna Welsh is conducting a Good News Club 
every Wednesday afternoon after school. We have been getting good attendances and hope for an 
opportunity in the future to reach into the home of the children. 


We have left some brochures in an apartment complex, which did not allow door to door solicitation. 


Pray for the church’s need of a pianist. We would also like the Lord to provide a couple to take over the 
youth ministry that we have every Thursday evening. Also, please pray for the Funderburg and Ostrander 
families . Thelma Funderburg went to be with the Lord Tuesday, November 8". 


Peru, IN GBC-Pastor Dave Jodry-We have had a busy fall in Peru! In October, we had two Missions 
Emphasis Sundays. The first Sunday, we were able to hear during Sunday School from Jeff Kran about his 
ministry in Phoenix, AZ and were challenged from God’s Word during our morning worship service. Pastor 
Ike Graham shared the next week about missions in India and Myanmar and he, too, challenged us during 
our worship service. What a blessing to hear first hand about how God is working in these mission fields! 
Then in early November, the ladies came together for our 8"" Ladies’ T Time where the emphasis of the 
Bible workshops was on “being prepared.” We learned that learning and knowing God’s word now is 
important so that when difficult times come or other changes happen in our lives, we can use what we 
learned. 


The Voice 


NEWS FROM OUR MISSIONARIES 


From the Noyes- 

Hello Saints! Just a quick update here. 
Praise the Lord we have passed the 90% committed 
regular support mark! We had a close call with 
getting our paperwork for Papua New Guinea on time 
due to some unforeseen complications with getting 
an original copy of my (Craig) high school diploma. 
For those on our flash prayer team that prayed for 
us, Thanks! We are now 2 short months away from 
moving to PNG and the excitement/reality is starting 
to set in. We are so excited to get there and do what 
we’ve been preparing to do but at the same time 
we’re dreading the “good-bye” day. We are in the 
home stretch of buying supplies, packing, doing 
paperwork, finishing support-raising, and spending 
time with loved ones before going. We don’t have an 
exact departure date yet, but sometime around 
January 18" most likely. Sunday, January 1°, will be 
the commissioning service for both the Swensons and 
us. Anyone willing to make the trip is welcome to 
come! During the morning service, we will have the 
formal commission service and in the afternoon, we 
will have a less formal send off/meal for anyone to 
come to. Please just the Swensons or us know if you 
are planning to come so we can make arrangements. 
(See earlier article about the Commissioning 
Service.) 


Thank you so much for all the prayers, gifts, 
and encouragement, and support. 


Craig, Sara, Ashea, Solomon, and Piper 


craignoyes@gmail.com, 
www.newfields.wordpress.com 
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From the Krans- 

Back at the ministry of First Fridays 
again!! 

| started off my first First Fridays ministry 
on November 4". The weather here is beginning 
to cooperate as the evenings are getting cooler 
and more folks are out and about. | have also 
lengthened the amount of time that | stayed out 
at the venue on this particular outreach. Some 
folks, while they were hesitant to stay and talk, 
were willing to take gospel literature with them. | 
did have a few good conversations though. One 
was with the gentleman who was originally from 
the Bronx, NY, and claims a Jewish background. 
We talked for about 15 minutes. While he was 
unwilling to give me a lot of information, he did 
indeed give me his name. He said he would be 
looking for me on future First Fridays so pray that 
| will come in contact with him again. Ridgecrest 
continues to be an open door but the residents 
are struggling with more health problems. | will 
be doing my first Friday night service at a home 
called Pathways on November 18". While this is 
another residential setting, it seems to be an 
interesting opportunity that the Lord opened to 
me. The Sunday School class | attend at Hillside 
South Baptist was excited to see me back and I’m 
working with the Pastor to begin planning the 
Hanukkah outreach that will occur December 28". 


YCON 2017 


Are you looking for a great time of making new friends, getting together with old friends, solid Bible 
teaching, and loads of crazy fun, then join us for Youth Conference June 30" through July 4", 2017! It 
seems so far away, but it will be here before we know it! The theme for YCON ’17 is “Survivor: Facing Life 
with God’s Word!” Since life is full of challenges, we will be studying how to face them with God’s Word. 
We can trust God’s Word for all of the answers to life’s problems. As a teen, there are many decisions ahead 
of you. How will you face them? Where will you turn for answers? Will you allow God’s Word to guide you? 


Join us an prepare for the challenges ahead! 


Be sure to look in the next Voice newsletter for more details! 


“THE VOICE NEWSLETTER” is the communication tool of the Conservative Grace Brethren Churches 
International. News or mailing updates should be sent to Tara Bradley at stbradley84@comcast.net, or 
at 535 S Broadway, Peru, IN 46970 or by phone at 765.475.3316 by the 20" of the month. 


